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Franklin Roosevelt — Arsenal of Democracy Speech
12,25.1940

My friends:

This is not a fireside chat on war. It is a talk on national security; because the nub of the whole
purpose of your President is to keep you now, and your children later, and your grandchildren
much later, out of a last-ditch war for the preservation of American independence, and all of the
things that American independence means to you and to me and to ours.

Tonight, in the presence of a world crisis, my mind goes back eight years to a night in the midst
of a domestic crisis. It was a time when the wheels of American industry were grinding to a full
stop, when the whole banking system of our country had ceased to function. I well remember
that while I sat in my study in the White House, preparing to talk with the people of the United
States, I had before my eyes the picture of all those Americans with whom I was talking. I saw
the workmen in the mills, the mines, the factories, the girl behind the counter, the small
shopkeeper, the farmer doing his Spring plowing, the widows and the old men wondering about
their life's savings, I tried to convey to the great mass of American people what the banking
crisis meant to them in their daily lives.

Tonight, ] want to do the same thing, with the same people, in this new crisis which faces
America. We met the issue of 1933 with courage and realism. We face this new crisis, this new
threat to the security of our nation, with the same courage and realism, Never before since
Jamestown and Plymouth Rock has our American civilization been in such danger as now. For
on September 27th, 1940 -- this year -- by an agreement signed in Berlin, three powerful nations,
two in Europe and one in Asia, joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States
of America interfered with or blocked the expansion program of these three nations -- a program

~aimed at world control ~- they would unite in ultimate action against the United States. ...

At this moment the forces of the States that are leagued against all peoples who live in freedom
are being held away from our shores. The Germans and the Italians are being blocked on the
other side of the Atlantic by the British and by the Greeks, and by thousands of soldiers and
sailors who were able to escape from subjugated countries. In Asia the Japanese are being
engaged by the Chinese nation in another great defense. In the Pacific Ocean is our fleet.

Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack anywhere in the Americas while a free
Britain remains our most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? And does anyone seriously
believe, on the other hand, that we could rest easy if the Axis powers were our neighbors there?
If Great Britain goes down, the Axis powers will control the Continents of Europe, Asia, Aftica,
Austral-Asia, and the high seas. And they will be in a position to bring enormous military and
naval resources against this hemisphere. It is no exaggeration to say that all of us in all the
Americas would be living at the point of a gun -- a gun loaded with explosive bullets, economic
as well as military. We should enter upon a new and terrible era in which the whole world, our
hemisphere included, would be run by threats of brute force. And to survive in such a world, we
would have to convert ourselves permanently into a militaristic power on the basis of war
cconomy. ...




There are those who say that the Axis powers would never have any desire to attack the Western
Hemisphere. That is the same dangerous form of wishful thinking which has destroyed the
powers of resistance of so many conquered peoples. The plain facts are that the Nazis have
proclaimed, time and again, that all other races are their inferiors and therefore subject to their
orders. And most important of all, the vast resources and wealth of this American hemisphere
constitute the most tempting loot in all of the round world. ...

But all of our present efforts are not enough. We must have more ships, more guns, more planes
-- more of everything. And this can be accomplished only if we discard the notion of "business

as usual." This job cannot be done merely by superimposing on the existing productive facilities
the added requirements of the nation for defense. Our defense efforts must not be blocked by
those who fear the future consequences of surplus plant capacity. The possible consequences of
failure of our defense efforts now are much more to be feared. And after the present needs of our
defense are past, a proper handling of the country's peacetime needs will require all of the new
productive capacity, if not still more. No pessimistic policy about the future of America shall
delay the immediate expansion of those industries essential to defense. We need them.

I want to make it clear that it is the purpose of the nation to build now with all possible speed
every machine, every arsenal, every factory that we need to manufacture our defense material,
We have the men, the skill, the wealth, and above all, the will. I am confident that if and when
production of consumer or luxury goods in certain industries requires the use of machines and
raw materials that are essential for defense purposes, then such production must yield, and will
gladly yield, to our primary and compelling purpose.

So I appeal to the owners of plants, to the managers, to the workers, to our own government
employees to put every ounce of effort into producing these munitions swiftly and without stint.
With this appeal I give you the pledge that all of us who are officers of your government will
devote ourselves to the same whole-hearted extent to the great task that lies ahead. ...

We must be the great arsenal of democracy.

For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to our task with the
same resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we
would show were we at war.

We have no excuse for defeatism. We have every good reason for hope -- hope for peace, yes,
and hope for the defense of our civilization and for the building of a better civilization in the
future. I have the profound conviction that the American people are now determined to put forth
a mightier effort than they have ever yet made to increase our production of all the implements
of defense, to meet the threat to our democratic faith.

As President of the United States, I call for that national effort. I call for it in the name of this
nation which we love and honor and which we are privileged and proud to serve. I call upon our
people with absolute confidence that our common cause will greatly succeed.



Excerpts from FDR’s Four Freedoms Speech to Congress:

1.6.1941

In the future days, which we seek to make secure, we look forward to a world founded upon four
essential human freedoms.

The first is freedom of speech and expression -- everywhere in the world.

The second is freedom of every person to worship God in his own way — everywhere in the
world.

The third is freedom from want - which, translated into world terms, means economic
understandings which will secure to every nation a healthy peacetime life for its inhabitants ~-
everywhere in the world,

The fourth is freedom from fear -- which, translated into world terms, means a world-wide
reduction of armaments to such a point and in such a thorough fashion that no nation willbeina
position to commit an act of physical aggression against any neighbor-- anywhere in the world.

That is no vision of a distant millennium. It is a definite basis for a kind of world attainable in
our own time and generation. That kind of world is the very antithesis of the so-called new order
of tyranny which the dictators seek to create with the crash of a bomb.

To that new order we oppose the greater conception -~ the moral order. A good society is able to
face schemes of world domination and foreign revolutions alike without fear.

Since the beginning of our American history, we have been engaged in change -- in a perpetual
peaceful revolution -- a revolution which goes on steadily, quietly adjusting itself to changing
conditions -- without the concentration camp or the quick-lime in the ditch, The world order
which we seek is the cooperation of free countries, working together in a friendly, civilized

society.

This nation has placed its destiny in the hands and heads and hearts of its millions of free men
and women; and its faith in freedom under the guidance of God. Freedom means the supremacy
of human rights everywhere. Our support goes to those who struggie to gain those rights or keep
them. Our strength is our unity of purpose.

To that high concept there can be no end save victory.

From Congressional Record, 1941, Vol. 87, Pt. 1.




“A Date Which Will Live in Infamy”: FDR Asks for a Declaration of War
12.8.1941

President Frapklin D. Roosevelt: Yesterday, December 7, 1941—a date which will live in
infamy—the United States of American was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air
forces of the Empire of Japan.

The United States was at peace with that nation, and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in
conversation with its government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in
the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in the
American island of Oahu, the Japanese ambassador to the United States and his colleague
delivered to our secretary of state a formal reply to a recent American message. While this reply
stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no
threat or hint of war or armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was
deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the Japanese
government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and
expressions of hope for continued peace,

The attack yesterday on the Hawailan Islands has caused severe damage to American naval and
military forces. I regret to tell you that very many American lives have been lost. In addition,

American ships have been reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and
Honolulu.

Yesterday the Japanese government also Jaunched as attack against Malaya.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Last night Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands.

Last night Japanese forces attacked Wake Island.

And this morning the Japanese attacked Midway Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The
facts of yesterday and today speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already
formed their opinions and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our

nation.

As commander in chief of the Army and Navy I have directed that all measures be taken for our
defense. But always will our whole nation remember the character of the onslaught against us. . .

| hetp://mistorymatters. gmu. edu/d/5166/
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CHARLES KUKUCHI ON LIFE IN A
JAPANESE INTERNMENT CAMP (1942)

During the war years, the rise of defense industries iriggered a massive social *
nmigration. Millions left rural areas und moved 16 cities seeking defense jobs. .
While this pupulation shift made Americans more cosmapolitan, it also generaled
social tensions as migrams competed for jobs and housing. In 1943 alone, forry- :
seven citivs reporeed racial clashes. The bloodiest oocurred in Detroil, where a
June riot left thirty-four people dead and two million dollars in property damage.
The following month, hostilities between white servicemen and Latino pachucos
(youth gang members) degenerared into four days of violence in Los Angeles.

The internment of 112,000 Japanesc-Americans living on the West Coust was
tie era's most notarious racial incident, California had a long history of intoler-
ance toward Asians end Asian Americans. Unlike Nalian Americans or German
Americans, Japanese Americans were a relatively small and isolated oommunity
Jocused in three siaies. Following the Pearl Harbor attack, jears of Jupunese
subversion and racism fueled popular demands that “Jups™ he hnprivoned,

fn February 1942, despite the fact that not a single Jupanese-American had
been found guilty of disloyalty or espionage, Franklin Roosevell sueciumbed 1o
political pressure and issued Executive Order Y066, The directive Joreed Japanese
Americans living In California, Oregon, wnd Washington 1 live in relocation

camps for the duration af the war, The devisien antraged Jupunese Americans,
mare than twosthirds of whom were U8, citizens, Receiving only seventy-two
!;?urs notive, lrl:ey were forced to sefl their PEODURLY dnd possessions af vary
d:scamrr'ed Prices and then repore n nrerament conters seatterod throwghont the
;V";:tj& ’f";‘; 8H “"gﬂ".Pﬁﬂ‘Oﬂt’d the cinps mu{ Hving conditions vwere usially puor,
ro S e arder did not apply 1o Hawaii, the U.8, 1ervitory wirh the highest
percentage of Japanese Americans, ) 5
mmlwlf;f':sgﬂ :' ! the ?Mf“"‘” t policy became apparemt, A shorrage of agricul-
. . proipied the government 10 release several internees alntont
immediately, Private htfmanilanan Broups secured the release of hudreds of
young people by offering them college scholarships or vocarional 1ramuine
Thousands of Japanese-merican men got ous of the camps by enlisting in armey
services. ﬂ!rlx_mr.r,rh. the Supreme Cogrs upheld the constitutionality of the intemn.
ment policy in Hirabayashi v, United States (/943) and K i
States (1944}, the governme \ - F4793) and Karematsu v, Unjied
' overnment began releasing infernees as wartime hysteria
subsided. In 1988, the 0.8, Congress fssued an apology and awarded $20,000 10 -
eaci: of the 80.&?00 srvivors of the relocation program.
I ai::, ;:"-’;" “:‘5-‘f'." ‘-'r‘\'('j:r].ﬂ.s'. Charles Klkuf.'ii{', an American-born chilel {Nisei] of
panese wmigranty r.r.s_fei). {tocuma::rs his internment ar Tanforan, a relocation
center it San Bruno, California. In 1943, Kikuchi was released from the camp in
order to participate in a work program in Chicago,

-—
FoCus QUESTIONS

I. How dees Kikuchi describe conditions prior to the evacuation of Japanese

Americans?
2, What s life like at Tanforan?
3. Describe Kukuchi’s auitudes toward the internment camps and his fellow
Japanese Americans, ,
4. Where do Kikuchi’s political loyalties lie? . |
5. Was the internment of Japanese Americans justified? Explain your answer.




April 9, 1942, Berkeley

S F. Jupanese Town certainly looks like a ghost town. All the stores
AR 2rc closed, and the windows are bare except for 8 mass of “evacua-
tion sale” signs. The junk dealers are having a roman holiday, since

they can have their cake and eat it 100, It works like this! They buy cheap from the

Jepanese leaving and sell dearly to the Okies coming in for defense work. Result,
good profit....

April 30, 1942, Berkeley

quay is the day that we are going to get kicked out of Berkeley, It certainly is
degradmg. I am down here in the control station, and I have nothing 1o do so [ am
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jotting down these notes! The Army Licutenant over there doesn't want any of the
photographers to toke pictures of these miserable people waiting for the Grey-
hound bus because he thinks that the American public might get a symputhetic
wititude towards them.

I'm supposed to see my family at Tanforan as Jack told me to give the same
family number, 1 wonder how it is going to be living with them as I haven't done
this for yeurs and years? 1 should have gone over ta San Francisco and evacuated
with them, but I had a last final to take, [Kikuchi was studying social work at the
University of California-Berkeley). I understand that we are going to live in the
horse stitlls. | hope that the army has the courtesy te remove the manure first,

‘This morning | went over to the bank to close my account and the bank teller
whom [ have never seen before solemnly shook my hand and said, “Goodbye,
have 2 nice time.” T wonder if that isn't the attitude of the American people? They
don’t seem to be bitter against us, and [ certainly don’t think 1 am any different
from them....

Mitch just came over to tell us that I was going on the last bus out of Berkeley
with bim. Oh, how lucky [ am!,,.

. The Church people around here seem so pice and full of consideration saying,
“Can we store your things?" “Do you need clothes?” “Sank you,” the Issei smile
even now though they are leaving with hearts full of sorrow, But the Nisel around
here seem pretty bold and their manners are brazen. They are demanding service. 1
puess they are toking advantage of their college educalions after all, “The Japs are
leaving, hurrah! Hurrah!” some little kids are yelling down the street but every-
body ignores them, Well, I have to go up to the campus and get the resulls of my
Jast exam und will barely be able to make it back here in time for the last bus. God,
what a prospect to look forward to living among all those Japs!

May 3, 1942, Sunday

The whole family pitched in to build our new home at Tanforan. We ratded
the Clubhouse [Tanforan had been a horse racing park hurriedly converted into a
relocation center) and toee off the linoleum from the bar table and put it on our
floor....

There are still many problems to be solved such as heating, cleaner dishes,
more variety of foods, recreational and other social problems but they will most
likely be settled in time.

I saw a soldier in a t2ll guardhouse near the barbed wire fence znd did not like
Jt because it reminds me of a concentration camp, I am wondering what the effects
will be on the Japanese so cut off from the world like this. Within the confines of
Tanforan our radios and papers ore the only touch with reality. T hardly know how
the war is going now, and it is so significant that the Allied forces win even though
that will not mean that democracy will by any means be perfect or even justified.
The whole post war period is going to be something tervific. Sometimes 1 feel like
a foreigner in this camp hearing so much Japanese although our family use English
almost exclusively....
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Muy 4, 1942, Monday

There are such varied reactions 1o the whole thing: some are conlent and
thankful; others gush “sank you" but are full of complaints within lheir own
circles. Still others are bolder and come right out with it We thought we would not
have any dinner tonight because the cooks went on a strike. They really are
averworked-—preparing 300 meals. Then there have been considerable “personal-
ity difficulties,” The battle for prestige here is temific—uveryone wants o be
somebody, it seems—any kind of work will do as long s they get the officiul
badges that distinguish them....

Oh, [ surs could go for a hamburger now: the big juicy kind. I've eaten so
much cznned food the past week that it becomes lasteless, Many of the boys are
worried about being fed salipater because they think it will ruin their manhood,

A contrasting reaction is the number of victory gardens that are being plamted:
these industrious Japanese! They just don't seem to know how to tke it easy-—
they've worked 50 hard all of their jives thut they just can't stand. idieness—or
waste, They are so concerned that water is not [eft rurning or that electricity is not
being wasted,, ..

May §, 1942, Friday

.4 lot of Nisei kids come in and mix their Japanese in with their English.
Now that we are cul off from the Caucusian contacts, there will be a greater
lendency to speak more and more Japanese unless we carefully guard against it,
Someday these Nisei will once again go out into the greater American society and
it is so important that they be able to speak English well—that's why education is
so important. I still think it is a big mistake to evacuate 41l the Japanese. Segrega-
tion is the least desirable thing that could happen and it centainly is going to
increase the problem of future social adjustments, How can we expect to develop
Americanization when they are all put together with the stigma of disloyaity
pointed at them? I am convinced that the Nisei could become good Americans,
and will be, If they are not treated with much suspicion. The presence hers of all
thase pro-Japan Issei certainly will not help things out any.,,,

May 10, 1942 Sunday

--+As far as I am concerned, I don’t like the reasons why we are put here, but I
am finding it intéresting so far. I don’t know how 1 will feel & month from now
though. But | haven't got so much service in years. The girls make the beds and
clean house. I don’t have to do my laundry; Mom dams my socks and my shirts
are ironed. 1 don’t have to wash dishes or cook; in fact I am getting all-around
service without worrying about finances fike I did when 1 went to school last term.
1lived on about $25.00 a month budget and had to skimp like hell to make it; here
1bet it costs the gavernment a lot more per month for my upkeep. But then—alj

this still doesn’t compensate for my liberty and freedom of movement from place
o place.... The more Americanized Nisei are finding adjustment a bit more
difficult, They are more aware of the motives behind the evacuation and they can't
take it s0 eosily as some of the others....



May 11, 1942, Monday

+There was & terrific rainstorm last night nod we have had to wade through
the “sush alleys™ again. Everyone sink up to the ankles in mud, Some wucks cume
in today with lember 1o build new burracks, but the earth was so soft that the truck
sunk over the hubs and they had 4 hell of & ime pulling il out. The Army certainly
is rushing things. About half of the Japanese have already heen evacualed from the
restricied areas in this state. Manzanar, Santa Anita, and Tanforan will be the thres
biggest centers, Now that 8.F. has been almost cleared, the Americun Legion, the
Native Sons of the Golden West, and the Califomia Joint Immigration Committes
are filing charges that the Nisei should be disfranchised because we have obtained
citizenship under false pretenses, and that “we are loyal subjects of Japan™ and
therefore should never have been allowed to obtain citizenship, This sort of thing
will gain momentum and we are not in a very advantageous position to combat it, T
et fearful sometimes because this sort of hysteria will gain momentom.... 1 think
that they are stabbing us in the back and that there should be a s¢parate concentra-
tion camp for these so-called Ameticans. They are a lot more dangerous than the
fuponese In the U.S. ever will or have been....

Tuly 8, 1942

-.1 keep saying 1o myself that [ must view everything intellectually and ra-
tionally, but somctimes 1 feel sentiments compounded of blind feelings and
irrationality. Here all of my life T have identified my every act with America but
when the war broke out I suddenly find that T won't be allowed to become an
integral part of the whole in these times of national danger. I find Y am put aside
and viewed suspiciously, My set of values pets twisted; I don’t know whal to
think. Yes, an American certainly js a queer thing. I know what I want, I think, yet
it looks beyond my reach at times, but I won't accept defeat, Americanism 13 my
only solution and I may even get frantic about it if thwaried. To retain my loyalty
to my country, [ must also retain my family loyalty or what else do T have 1o build
upon? So I can’t be selfish and individualistic to such = strong degree. I must view
it from either angle and abide by the majority deciston. I { am to be in a camp for
the duration, I may as well have the stabilizing influence of the family...,

August [7, 1942, Monday, 8:00

-~ There are 50 many interesting people in camp. They are Americans! Some-
times they may say things that arise out of their bewildered feelings, but they con’t
throw off the environmental effects of the American way of life which is ingrained
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in thern, The injustices of evacuation will some day come to light, It is.a blot upon

our naticu!al ]ife—_—likc the Negro problem, the way labor geis kicked around, the
unequal distribution of wealth, the sad plight of the farmers, the slums of our large

cities, and a multitude of things. It would make me dizzy just to think about them
now,

Charles Kikuchi, The Kikuchi Diary: Chronicle from an Amnerican Concentration
Coamp; The Tanforan Journals of Charles Kikuchi, ed, JTohn Modeil {Urbana, IL:
University of Illinois Press, 1973), 51-55, 66, 69, 73, 170, 229,



Complete the below questions in a group of 3. List Names:
CLASSWORK

WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION

Presidio of San Fromkisco, Califorila
May 3, 1942

INSTRUCTIONS
TO ALL PERSONS OF

JAPANESE

ANCESTRY

Living in the Following Area:

A o 11ar pertien +F the Coaty of ﬂumlcrlﬂm ol Califeaata, within the Wemdury beglesing w2
Toa pelot whine the satherly limds af the Clip of nd vl Ram Frawcioom Bay ! thence nasfely
ani Tolliming the soubierly Dmite &f sald iy ta Us K Wlighoy Mo 53 Bhente psdtherty wad sty
ax asld e wuy Nn 3% (0 0 fatervectiom w|lb Cadlfosnla dnncr Ilghowey No. 207 thrace wislincy ww
wabd IHghway e 2L ts als Inlermrtlam b 57 néar TWirm Hpchits, with Cdifoerals Sie Highvar Na
I; thrnes winlberly sw asid Uithway Ko 17 1o tig Aamndafants Clars Cininty fneg lhl:lF l‘g‘ﬂ:‘}‘
Yo nh (A y

sl (pllaming 1354 county [Ine te Sou Dap Urere uestheitd, and f
Fnn Prescwee Hay 1o thi geliy of deginiang;

Punuantt 1o the provislens of GivAlia Fvchison Onter N 34, thlx Meadquarens, dated May 3, 1942, all peer
sous of Japuoose ancestert, botl Al atl nogaotlen, will b avarneted foam the abave aeea by 12 o'dock noen,
P W Ty Satusday, May 5, 1942

Ne Japansea persan Jiving b Qi sbove anta vill be pesnitted o dhunpe roldeke affer 12 a'clock noaw, I, W, T,
Sundny, May 3, Y2, without alitaining dpeddal fufon from the sepreentative of tha Comsanding Gen-
wral, Mortserm Cakifornba Sector, 4t he Givil Caniral Statlen Toravnd uty

920« (T Sirget,
1Laynand, Califemia,

Such permits will muly be granted for the purpose of uniting invibirs of 4 farnily, we in easey of grave mweigency.

"fhe Clvll Conret SexiTon e equipped W aesat, e Japasewe papulanon alfertod Iy thin evaraatinn i tha fol-
lguing wayse

1. Ubeagtvicound inrtruclions o the cvacnation

2 Drovide rervices willy reqeet to the managenient, basdng «ade, Marage ar otar dbpaitian of e kinde
rir prouerty. vurh oy ivak entale, busliess and pfeatondt squipmea, kingsehald gouds oty uutuvliblics and

VeI :

A Provide wrpotary residenen rlinschera for all Japancss b damily grovps.

4 Thupen prosant snd 3 Umlted 2mpunt of chuthlng amd nuipeunat to ther new seddenst,

The Following fnatrurtions Must e Observed;

1, A roperaibls mensber of sach fainily, prclerably the hend f the fambly, or the prerion ta whie Ruce mm3 of
the propedcy i el aral exeds oatbvidusd dtving sltne, wil} repart to the Civil Canteal Statfon ta morv further
iaumrls?:m This mixst bar done herwora 200 A, M. and 300 1 My wn Momlay, 3y 4 1042, or brinen 809 4, M,
aud 5:00 P, ML am Toaesday, May 5, 12

5 Thvartsers mvat edory with them on depariure Sof e Astembly Genter, the fallswing propertyt

(a) Holdlng aud linene (oo malires) for escle embre of the family;

(b)) Tallet artiches for cech matnbee of tha family

fe) Putra clotling lor rach inctnber al1ha famliy;

1) Suflicient haave furkt, 3podns. plites, bowls and oipa farsach member of the Lanilys

&o) Esontiel peramul effects for rach member 4f the family,

Al frera usaled whl e peoucely packeagesd, tied anad plain by masked with the cuins of the awner and pumbered
Tn stcordanes with instroetions obained a8 Mie Civi] Conten) Station, The dlre und numbar of parkage b lim-
ftrd 1o that which ean be rdod Iy e ndividual o family group.

3 Nopetn of ang kimd will be predited,

4 No perswal jremvand nn hoaehiold goods Wit o shipped to the Areeraly Center,

R Tha Uitlied Stntoe Governmcut hrough ite apeaciomll mﬂnlr for the atazage, ot the sole ik of (haawier,
of tha mero rabstantix) hoaschohy lietin, such a1 irabores, wanhiag wackines piatios und other hoavy fumftuce,
ok tuy ubtensdls and othey sanall items will be arcorpted for atamge 1 catnd, packed and gldlaly marked with tha
namse zn nddiess of 1w Miester, Unly ona name ad adidrees will be nand hy a gheen family,

6 Eacll fxoiy, aal imtividusd living afove, will bo fnmtdl transpartaliue tu the Awcinbly Canter orwill ba
autheriod to travel by !wivale watuinoble i w rupeevited group. Al instpoetiona penaintng 1o e owresent will
bz ohtalzted ¥ the Civil Cantrad Statfon,

Ge te the Civll tentral Statlen katwasn ihe keurs of 100 A. M, and 5100 P, M,y
Muudey, Muy 4, 1943, or butwean the hours of 2100 A. M und KOO ¥, M.,
Toesduy, My S, 1542, te rocalve further fnstrucHene
L1 DeWITY
LSentenant Genceak, U S Aty
Cosinarding

B EMUAN GAGEHEN arrik mb, it

¥
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/](J-‘ ay we call on President Roosevelt, a great
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gro citizens of the stigma, humiliation and insult g
discrimination and Jim-Crowism in Governm€nt
departments and national defense.

The Pederal Government with clear
conscience call upon privaiz}iz%xslfry and labor
unions to abolish discrimination based on race and

color as long as it pracfices discrimination itself
against Negro

to fightwll the harder by our side, with us, for our

ReEViEW QUESTIONS

at kind of equality did Randolph advocate?
did his outlook compare with that of

Communist. We are loyal, patriotic Amerijcans
But if American democracy will not defend i

tunity, freedom and jusfice to its citizens, black and at other options might
white, it is a holldw mockery and belies the princi-
ples for which it is supposed to stand. ... 3. dvantages of

Randolph’s linking of domestic rati

lmanitarian and ideelist, to . .. fres American Ne- with global freedoin,

Women in War Industries

Encouraged by government recruiting campaigns, some 6 million women took jobs in
defense plants during the first three years of the war. Many of them left conventional
domestic jobs—maids, cooks, waitresses—to join industrial assembly lines, Others
had never worked outside the home. Not surprisingly, they encountered prejudice
among their male co-workers. Yet the overall experience was quite positive for many
women, and it created long-lasting changes in outlpok and perspective. The two fol-
lowing accounts are representative of the experiences of wartime working women,

From The Homefront by Mark Jonathan Harris, Frapklin D, Mitchell, and Steven 7, Schechter,
Copyright ® 1984 by Mark Jonathan Harris, Franklin D. Mitchell, and Steven J. Schechter.
Used by permission of Putman Berkley, a division of Penguin Putnam Inc.

thirteen. We were liviﬁg in Norwalk, Ohig, in
a large home in which we could fit about 200

Inez Sauer, Chief Clerk, Tool Room
I was thirty-one when the war started and I

had never worked in my life before. I had a
six-year-old danghter and twe boys, twelve and

people playing bridge, and once in a while we
filled it
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I remember my husband saying to me, “You've
lived through a depression and you weren't even
aware it was here”” It was true, I knew that people
were without work and having a hard tirne, but
it never seemed to affect us ar our friends. They
were all of the same flk—all college people and
all golfing and bridge-playing companions, I sup-
pose yowd call it a life of ease, We always kept a live-
in maid, and we never had to go without anything,

Before the war my life was bridge and golf and
clubs and children. . . . When the war broke out,
my husband’s rubber-matting business in Ohio
had to close due to the war restrictions on rubber,
We also lost our live-in maid, and I could see there
was no way I could possibly live the way I was ac-
customed to doing. So I took my children home to
my parents in Seattle,

The Seattle papers were full of ads for women
workers needed to help the war effort. “Do your
part; free a man for service” Beinga D. A. R.,} I re-
ally wanted to help the war effort. I could have
worked for the Red Cross and rolled bandages, but
I wanted to do something that I thought was really
vital. Building bombers was, sa I answered an ad
for Boeing,.

My mother was horrified. She said no one in
our family had ever worked in a factory. “You don’t
know what kind of people you're going to be asso-
ciated with.” My father was horrified too, no mat-
ter how I tried to impress on him that this was o
war effort on my part. He said, “You'll never get
along with the people you'll meet there” My hus-
band thought it was utterly ridiculous. I had never
worked, I dide’t now how to handle money, as he
put it. I was nineteen when I was married. My hus-
band was ten years older, and he always made me
feel like a child, so he didn’t think I would last very
long at the job, but he was wrong,

They started me as a clerk in this huge tool
room. [ had never handled a tool in my life outside
of a hammer. Some man came in and asked for a
bastard file. I said to him, “If you don’t control
your language, you won't get any service here” I
went to my supervisor and said, “You'll have to cor-

! Daughter of the Amerjcan Revolution.

rect this man. I wor’t tolerate that kind of lan- |

guage” He laughed and laughed and said, “Don't
you know what a bastard file is? If's the name of a
very coarse file” He went over and took one out
and showed me.

* * *

The first year, I worked seven days a week. We
didi’t have any time-off. They did allow us Christ-
mas off, but Thanksgiving we had to work. That
was a hard thing to do. The children didn’t under-
stand, My mother and father didn't understand,
but I worked. I think that put a little iron in my
spine too. I did something that was against my
grain, but I did it and I'm glad. ...

Because I was working late one night I had a
chance to see President Roosevelt. They said he was
coming on the swing shift, after four o’clock, so I
waited to see him. They cleared out all the aisles of
the main plant, and he went through in a big, open
limousine. He smiled and he had his long cigarette
holder, and he was very, very pleasant, “Hello there,
how are you? Keep up the war effort. Oh, you
women are doing a wonderful job” We were all
thrilled to think the President could take time out

of the war effort to visit us factory workers. It gave -

us 2 lift, and I think we worked harder.
Boeing was a real education for me. It taught

me a different way of life, I had never been around °

uneducated people before, people that worked
with their hands. I was prudish and had never been
with people that used coarse langnage. Since 1
badn’t worked before, I didn’t know there was such
a thing as the typical male ego. My contact with my
first supervisor was one of animosity, in which he
stated, “The happiest duty of my life will be when
* L say goodbye to each of you women as I usher you

out the front door” I didn’t understand that kind |

of resentment, but it was prevalent throughout the
plant, Many of the men felt that no woman could
come in and run a lathe, but they did. I learned
that just because you're 2 woman and have never
worked is no reason you cen’t learn.

The job really broadened me. I had led a very
sheltered life. I had had no contact with Negroes
except as maids or gardeners. My mother was a

Mii




Virginian, and we were brought up to think that
colored people were not of the same economic or
social level. I learned differently at Boeing. I
learned that because a girl is a Negro she’s not nec-
essarily a maid, and because a man is 2 Negro
doesn’t mean that all he can do is dig. In fact, I
found that some of the black people I got to know

there were very superior—and certainly equal to-

me-—equal to anyone I ever knew.

Before I worked at Boeing I also had had no ex-
posure to unions. After 1 was there for awhile, I
joined the machinists union. We had a contract
dispute, and we had a one-day walkout to show
Boeing our strength. We went on this march
through the financial district in downtown Seattle.

My mother happened to be down there seeing
the president of the Seattle First National Bank at
the time, Seeing this long stream of Boeing people,
he interrupted her and said, “Mzs. Ely, they seem to
be having @ labor walkout. Let’s go out and see
what’s going on.” So my mother and a number of
people from the bank walked outside to see what
was happening. And we came down the middle of
the street—I think there were probably five thou-
sand of us, I saw my mother, I could recognize
ber—she was tall and stately—and I waved and
said, “Hello, mother.” That night when I got home,
I thought she was never going to honor my name
again. She said, “To think my daughter was march-
ing in that labor demonstration. How could you do
that to the family?” But I could see that it was a
new, new world,

My mother warned me when I took the job
that I would never be the same, She said, “You will
never want to go back to being a housewife” At
that time I didn’t think it would change a thing.
But she was right, it definitely did.

I had always been in a shell; I'd always been
protected. But at Boeing I found 2 freedom and an
independence that I had never known. After the
war I could never go back to playing bridge again,
being a club woman and listening to a lot of inani-
ties when I knew there were things you could use
your mind for. The war changed my life com-
pletely. T guess you could say, at thirty-one, I finally
grew up.

Women in War Industries 271

* * *

Sybil Lewis, Riveter

When I first arrived in Los Angeles, I began to
look for a job. I decided I didn’t want to do maid
work anymore, so I got a job as a waitress in a small
black restaurant, I was making pretty good money,
more than I had in Sapulpa, Okizhoma, but I
didn’t like the job that much; I didg’t have the
knack for getting good tips. Then I saw an ad in the

newspaper offering to train women for defense |

work. I went to Lockheed Aircraft and applied.
They said they’d call me, but I never got a response,
so I went back and applied again. You had to be
pretty persistent. Finally they accepted me, They
gave me a short training program and taught me
how to rivet. Then they put me to work in the plant
riveting small airplane parts, mainly gasoline tanks,
The women worked in pairs, I was the riveter
and this big, strong white gitl from a cotton farm
in Arkansas worked as the bucker, The riveter used
a gun to shoot rivets through the meta! and fasten
it together. The bucker used a bucking bar on the
other side of the metal to smooth out the rivets.
Bucking was harder than shooting rivets; it re-
quired more muscle, Riveting required more skill,
I 'worked for a while as a riveter with this white
girl when the boss came around one day and said,
“We've decided to make some changes” At this
point he assigned her to do the riveting and me to
do the bucking, I wanted to know why. He said,
“Well, we just interchange once in a while” But I
was never given the riveting job back. This was the
first encounter I had with segregation in Califor-
nia, and it didn’t sit too well with me. It brought
back some of my experiences in Sapulpa—you're a
Negro,’so you do the hard work. I wasn’t failing as
a riveter—in fact, the other girl learned to rivet
frond me—but I felt they gave me the job of bucker
because I was black. . .. :
[he war years had a tremendous impae




The War Between the Sexes

Wartime mobilization gave jobs to millions of women, and along with work came wages
and relative freedom from old dependencies of family and domestic confinement. The dra-
matic social changes on the home front caused many Americans to fear that fraditional
gender relations were in disarray and must be restored. A San Francisco journalist,
Willard Waller, argued that the returning soldiers’ next war would be against the women
who had taken their jobs and now wanted freedom and equality. Waller's article, excerpled
below, expressed concerns common among many Americans that warkime changes af
honte were undermining the world they believed the war was being fought to save.

HE SECOND WORLD WAR, 1939-1945 199

Willard Waller
The Coming War on Women, 1945

When our soldiers get through fighting Germans and Japs, they will have to
fight their own women. For the next war is the war of the sexes. Founded upon
the oldest antagonism in the world, this ancient conflict sometimes smoulders
but it never dies. It is not a savage war but a very important one, because our fu-
ture depends upon jts outcome. ” .

During the war years, American women have forged steadily ahead in in-
dustry, politics and education, but the seldiers probably will put an end to all
that when they return. Several soldiers, wounded on widely separated war fronts,
recently spoke their opinions about women working after the war, in no uncer-
tain terms, They, speaking for themselves, said women's place is in the home.

Tech. Sgt. John A. Price, who was wounded in the European theater, is mar-
ried and has a little girl. “After the war,” he says, “women will be needed in the
home. They’re needed to year children to become good citizens. Our civilization
needs homes, and the woman is the foundation of a good home.”

Now convalescing . ., is Cpl. Fred Bienstock, who says: “I'm married. My
wife’s working now, but we want to start a family as soon as possible. You can't
have a family when the wife is working. I want her to quit, and let me do the
supporting, Anyway, there aren’t going to be too many jobs and the men cught
to get'em. And something else: If a woman jsn't married, she certainly isn't going
to be unless she quits her job — or is willing to quit.”

Wounded in the Middle East, Cpl. Otto Makovy declared, “I'm not married.
But when I am, I'll insist on doing all the supporting and my wife's staying home.
That's 2 woman's place. Another thing it seemns to me that we won't have to worry
so much about juvenile delinquency if there's somebody in the home looking
after the kids. ... "

Always the two halves of the human race have struggled for supremacy: Es-
pecially in the pariod following a major war are men and women at loggerheads.
War brings a temporary revolution in the relations of the two sexes. One might
say the women get out of hand. This happened in World War 1, and, before that,
in our Civil and Revolutionary Wars. But after this war the women will probably
put up a stronger fight for supremacy becanse this war’s changes have merely
climaxed generations of feministic progress.

Three Phases

The battles in the coming war on wornen will be three: the battle for jobs, the bat-
tle of the birth rate, and the battle of personal ascendancy. But may God help the
men, the women and the United Stafes of America if the men lose. At Jeast for the
next generation, the patriarchal family must be restored and strengthened.
Women must bear and rear children; Husbands must support them. )
First will come the battle of jobs. Because we must have jobs for returning
veterans as well as for millions of displaced war workers, mary millions of
women are certain to be forced out of industry. We hear a lot of easy talk about
60,000,000 postwar jobs, but such a figure is more a possibility than a probability.

Willard Waller, “The Coming War on Women,” San Francisco Chronicle This Week
Magrzine, February 18, 1945,



